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“We find God in the little deeds of love that others
bestow on us. | have been a widow for several years

COMMUNITY
IMPACT

Men: Serve’s impact extends far beyond the volunteers and the

now and Men: Serve was the first time | have ever had
anyone come and do things for me.”

widows. Yard signs placed in front of the widows" homes have inspired

Lynn Mayers
countless conversations with neighbors and passersby. “Your church does y y

that for you?” is a common question widows are asked, giving them an
opportunity to share about their faith and what it means to be a part of

SERVING THE WIDOWS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY

a community of believers. On service days, Men: Serve organizers stop

‘r( v E [ n by a certain Starbucks to get coffee for the volunteers as
¢

“I'm blessed to be a part of a church that not only

talks the talk but also walks the biblical walk.”
they assemble at the church. One Saturday, a barista

No matter who you ask, Men: Serve is a “God thing” in terms of how it started and its impact on those involved. § ey

You could say its roots go back to the early ‘90s when Bill Neighbors heard Bro. John Bisagno read a Bible verse one

Sunday about taking care of the widows. “The sermon wasn't about widows, but that verse was all | heard,” says

Bill.“I knew this was something | had to do.”

wrote James 1:27 on the carton along with a Jorge Portilla

message to“Be Bold.”

Since then, Bill has used his skills as a contractor to meet the needs of widows in our church. That explains Bill's
answer when Minister to Men Eric Reed asked Bill in late 2011 what he would like to see the Men'’s Ministry do. Bill

quickly replied, “Serve the widows.” “No words can describe how much | appreciate the

wonderful men who came to my house. | felt like | was

His answer struck a chord with Eric. Eric’s maternal grandmother was widowed twice, and he recalls as a young boy being completely taken care of. They truly blessed my

seeing her struggle with basic things. “Her church really didn’t do much at all,” Eric recalls. “My father would often
vent that the local church should do more in an organized way to meet the needs of widows like my grandmother.”

heart and | am forever grateful for the work they did. |
enjoyed the hugs and fun conversation!”

Anna Walker

So, Eric had witnessed the need and Bill had the experience. All that was missing was an organizer. That person
came in January 2012 when Eric met with Jairo Henao, a single dad who had been involved with a service
ministry at his former church near Washington, DC. He was the first volunteer to help organize Men: Serve
when it started in April 2012 with 34 men and boys serving 12 widows.

KIDS SERVE, TOO

Many men involved with Men: Serve see it as an
opportunity to teach their children a valuable lesson. “Witt and Charlie
Jairo’s schedule as a military reservist limited his involvement after the first Men: Serve. However, God provided
another man to help. Over breakfast following the second Men: Serve in June 2012, Greg Bowden asked Eric
if there were any help he needed. “Do you like spreadsheets?” Eric asked. As a director of finance, Greg knew
his way around a spreadsheet and stepped in to help organize the Men: Serve effort in September of that
year. Greg led Men: Serve beginning in November 2012 and continues to serve as the coordinator to this day.

love coming to Men: Serve,”says Rob Grooms, an accountant, about his two sons.
“A lot of what we do as Christians today can seem complicated to 11 and 7 year olds
— but that is not the case with Men: Serve. We meet at church and go serve the widows.
Hard to get much more simple than that.”

Even in a large church, Rob says he and his sons have been able to help a familiar face — a

woman who had taken care of Witt and Charlie when they were infants. “Our first time " .
Some of us are called to swing a hammer, but others

to serve, we were assigned to Mae Bell — a woman who has served in are called to st and talk with the widow, to lear more

the church nursery for over 50 years,” Rob recalls. “She had held in about her story, and to build a relationship. Anyone is

“We came out to
work on her house.
Instead, she worked
on our hearts.”

—Zach Freeman

her arms and changed the diapers of the same two boys who qualified to minister through Men: Serve.”
were now serving her. | can't think of anyone more
fitting to help her than two of the thousands of Zach Freeman

children she had cared for”

“| remember praying with a widow after completing a
project in her home. She was so happy for our help she
cried. I've never felt more connected with God's purpose
for me than in that moment.”

Lyndle Jackson

“The volunteers worked side-by-side in joyful harmony. As hour after
hour passed, God blessed the depths of my soul. | didn't realize how
dry my heart was. | continue to be overwhelmed by the generosity of
time and talent each man brought, but most of all by the presence of
the Lord which each man brought into my home.”

Norma Williams

“One widow’s bathroom lights hadn't worked since her husband
passed away about a year earlier. The lightbulb simply needed to be
screwed in tighter, but she didn’t have the strength. It wasn't a major
repair job, but it made a huge difference.”

“One of our dear ladies wanted me to sit outside with
her and hear her heart about big decisions she had
coming her way. | called the men over with me and we
prayed for her. Tissues were served shortly thereafter.”

Steve Newby

MINISTRY
COLLABORATION

Before men arrive at a widows” home, work has already taken place. Our
Pastoral Care Ministry maintains relationships with the widows, tracks their needs, and
purchases necessary supplies. A week before the service day, Peggy Jones and Sherry Oradat
from Pastoral Care sit down with Men: Serve leaders to form teams based on the widows' needs
and the skills and experience of the registered volunteers.

The Faith Center is providing room at their Timbergrove location to create a teaching workshop for
skilled men to teach other men how to make common repairs. Not only will it increase the capacity
of our Men: Serve volunteers, but it will also provide opportunities for men of all ages to disciple

one another.

“One of my greatest joys in this whole journey is the awesome partnership between
ministries of the church and the Men’s Ministry,” says Eric Reed, Minister to
Men. “It really is an example of how all of us can
accomplish more than any one of us
canalone”

Vernon Tyger

MEN:SERVEIN 2014 ; MEN: SERVEIN 2015

Registration opens at HoustonsFirst.org about two
+ 99 widows served months before each day of service. You can sign up

now for Jan 17!
« Over 680 men mobilized
« Sat, Jan17
- Sat, Feb 28

« Sat, Apr 25

o Sat, Jun 27
« Sat, Sep 19
o Sat,Nov?7

« Over 100 men on “on call” list

MISSION 1:8 is a two-year initiative from Mar 2013-Feb 2015

that will expand our financial generosity to support our current ministry
and multiply our missional endeavors to the poor, widows, orphans,
and prisoners, and to our city, our nation, and our world.

Learn more at HoustonsFirst.org/MISSION18.



