
Differencemakers of Christmas – Part 2: THE JESSE TREE BLOOMS

The Christmas season is a great time to build relationships with those who live around you. NextGen Minister Doug Bischoff 
shares these ideas for opening “relational doors” in your neighborhood as you seek to be missional this Christmas:

1. Open the door with food! Bake some treats and share some with your neighbors. It’s surprising how receptive  
     private people can be when presented a gift like food.
2. Open the door with service! Putting up Christmas lights and decorations is hard work. Volunteer to help  
     those around you, especially elderly neighbors needing some younger hands.
3. Open the door with cards! You may send Christmas cards to distant friends and family, but what about  
     the people on your street or in your building? 
4. Open the door with an invitation! Invite a neighbor to share a meal with you, or to join you at a  
     Christmas Eve service.  

Share your stories at HoustonsFirst.org/MyStory and on social media with #diffmakers.

BE A DIFFERENCEMAKER

Dec 13, 2015 • Pastor Gregg Matte • Isaiah 11:3–10 (p. 445 in HCSB provided)

• Our depth depends on our ____________________________.

Jesus is a ____________________________  ___________________________.  
Psalm 37:4, 40:8, 119:1

Jesus is _________________________________and ___________________________.  
1 Chronicles 16:34; Psalm 57:10; Ephesians 6:14

Jesus brings _________________________________.  
Psalm 29:11; Isaiah 26:3; John 16:33



Visit	 HoustonsFirst.org for messages via on-demand audio, video & live webcast
Stop By	 Corner Books for messages on CD, including today’s message
Follow	 Pastor Gregg on Facebook (GreggMatte) and Twitter (@GreggMatte)

week at a 

GLANCE

Visit   HoustonsFirst.org for messages via on-demand audio, video, and live webcast
Stop By   CornerBooks for messages on CD, including today’s message

@HoustonsFirst                   @HoustonsFirst                  HoustonsFirst 
@GreggMatte                      GreggMatte

Visit HoustonsFirst.org/Volunteer for details about the following 
opportunities and nearly 100 other ways you can serve  
His Kingdom.

Mentor Couples 
College Community
Derek.Nease@HoustonsFirst.org

Phase II 
Pastoral Care
Sherry.Oradat@HoustonsFirst.org

First Friends Team 
Preschool & Kindergarten
Tonya.Nelson@HoustonsFirst.org

Jail/Prison Ministry Team 
Local Missions
David.Trickett@charmprisonministry.org

Coffee Brew Masters 
CornerBooks
Meredyth.Cann@HoustonsFirst.org

WELCOME CENTER
Welcome Team
Becky Murphy, 2talltexans@sbcglobal.net

volunteer opportunities

ASSISTED LISTENING DEVICES
During worship services at The Loop Campus, complimentary 
devices may be checked out from the Receptionist Desk
in the Main Foyer.

decisions Dec 6, 2015

From Other Fellowship
Jessica Arita
Nestor Arita
Barbara Hudson
Eric Ober

Lizzy Ober
Olivia Ober
Rebekah Ober
Phillip Pappas

Week ending Dec 6, 2015
First-time givers        	           	                            33                                   
Total number of givers   		                      1,437                                                   
Great Commission Giving total                         $664,093       

Thank you for giving to the ministry and missional impact 
of Houston’s First!

LOOP CAMPUS

MOBILE GIVING
Share your generosity with Houston’s First via 
your mobile device! Text “HFBCLoop” to 77977  
to receive a link where you can make a one-time 
donation or establish recurring giving. Donations 

can be made to the following:
• Great Commission Budget
• Local Missions
• Benevolence
• Unstoppable Gospel: The Offering (also known as the  
   World Mission Offering)

Births
•	 Jason & Sherry Goodwin in the birth of their 

daughter, Riley Jean.
•	 Joshua & Jennifer Brown in the birth of their son, 

Luke Harvey.
•	 Eldad & Raluca Simon in the birth of their son,  

Lucan Eldad.
•	 John & Julie Robertson in the birth of their daughter, 

Elizabeth Grace.

attendance Dec 6, 2015

Life Bible Study (all campuses) 
Mission Bible Study
Total Bible Study

4,828
196 

   5,024

•	 John & Terri Tharp in the loss of her mother, Helen Parsley.
•	 Allen (deacon) & Dana O’Neal in the loss of her brother,  

Donald Webb; Hailey O’Neal, niece.
•	 Paul & Betty Wilson in the loss of her mother,  

Alma Powers Dudley; Chris and Kaitlyn Wilson, grandchildren.
•	 Clark & Rebecca Dalton in the loss of his grandmother,  

Catlett Williams; Andrew and Caroline, great-grandchildren.
•	 Nick & Emily Franks in the loss of his father, Nick Franks.
•	 Kim Shelby (staff) in loss of her grandmother; 

Mark & Alicia Adams in the loss of her grandmother.  
Shelby and Robert Adams in the loss of their great-grandmother.

•	 Jody Rogers in the loss of his aunt, June Ousley.

sympathies


