December 23, 2007 * Pastor Gregg Matte
Characters of Christmas:

Simeon & Anna vs. Innkeeper
Luke 2:25-38

¢ Simeon the Waiter

- Understand God is a saving God
Isaiah 63:1, Matthew 1:21

- Journey by God’s directing not our planning
Isaiah 30:21, Proverbs 3:5, Psalm 37:23

- Worship is sweeter when waiting is patient
Il Thessalonians 3:6, Isaiah 40:31, Psalm 40:1

* Nunc Dimittis Hymn — Latin for “dismiss now”

Simeon and Anna’s lives were now complete, so can
it be with ours.

(over—s)
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8 2008 Church-wide Devotional
_ Now Available in the Garden Bookstore
BT REAMS Streams in the Desert by L.B. Cowman

pESERT [N updated version for the 21st century of

: one of the best-selling devotional books of all
time, this text is based on the NIV and will
lead you from life's dry, desolate places to the
waters of the River of Life -- and beyond, to
their very Source."

Regular edition - $8.99
Large print edition - $14.00
Free imprinting available, too!

Ready To Get In The Game?

Visit HoustonsFirst.org and click on the “Get in the Game” button. You’ll be
taken to a listing of over 130 opportunities to volunteer! Scan the whole list,
or jump straight to a ministry that interests you. Then, complete and submit
a brief online form and a team leader will contact you soon!

While every team is taking volunteers, here are some of our particular needs
right now. Look for these online or contact the team leader below
for more information.

1. Welcome to the Kingdom Team (Children’s Ministry). Volunteers will
make children and their parents feel at home in our church by serving as
a greeter for Kingdom Kids Bible Studies. There is no preparation
needed! We will give you all the information necessary to be successful!
(Cindy Pitts; cindy.pitts@hfbc.org; 713.957.7620)

2. Mission Prayer Network (Missions). Volunteers will pray with insight
regarding mission needs locally, nationally and internationally.
(Mary Ann Bridgwater; ptw@praytheword.org; 713.957.5861)

3. First Touch Greeters: Sanctuary (Ministries). Volunteers will serve
during the 10:45 am service at one of the eight entrances to the sanctuary
by directing late-comers to the most appropriate entrance with the least
disruption to the service. Volunteers usually work one Sunday a month.
(Becky Murphy; 2talltexans@sbcglobal.net; 281.859.9098)

4. Friendly Faces - Greeters (Special Events). Volunteers will greet
guests as they arrive for concerts and conferences. We will also take
up the offering, hand out programs, show guests to their seats and
give directions around the building.

(Carol Kelly; carol.kelly@hfbc.org; 713.335.6430)

5. Stephen Ministry (Pastoral Care). Volunteers will equip lay people to
provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care to individuals at HFBC
and the community who are experiencing difficulty in their lives.

(Rick Jones; rick.jones@hfbc.org; 713.957.6760)

Original artwork by Luc-Oliver Merson. “The Arrival at Bethlehem.”
& Jean-Baptiste Jouvenet. “The Presentation in the Temple.”



