Houston's First Baptist Church
Foundations of the Faith: 
Evangelism Lesson 4

The Role of the Holy Spirit

John 16:5-15

Central Question:  What part does the Holy Spirit play in evangelism?
Class Objective:  Learners will study the characteristics of the Holy Spirit found in John 16:5-15 and discover practical ways to model this in the greater Houston area.

Focal Scripture:  John 16:5-15


Suggested Outline:

1. The Holy Spirit Helps (v. 7)

2. The Holy Spirit Convicts (v. 8)

3. The Holy Spirit Guides in Truth (v. 13)

4. The Holy Spirit Glorifies Christ (v. 14)

5. Give opportunities for learning to share the Gospel

Additional Scriptures:  John 6:44, Rom 1:16

John 6:44“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.”


Rom 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”

Introduction  

You have the first few minutes to capture the attention of the learner.  If you are unable to do this, it is all too likely that the learner will never reengage in the lesson.  You can use a host of different methods to engage the learner in the lesson, and I will provide a couple of options for you.  Please feel free to adjust them as needed; just make sure to engage the learner.

Option 1

When leading a Bible study, the teacher should have a desired outcome.  This is usually revealed in the class objective i.e. lesson aim.  Today’s objective begins with studying the characteristics of the Holy Spirit.  Before, you can get to this point; however, it is important to discover what the class already knows.  

You can determine the class’s knowledge by simply asking them what they think the role of the Holy Spirit is in sharing the gospel.  You can place the class in learning groups or simply open things up for discussion.  As the class begins to present the answers, write them on the board.  It will be important to leave these answers on the board and then compare them to what the Bible teaches.  Share with the class that the objective for today’s lesson is to see how the Bible answers this question and then discover ways to live these truths out in our own lives in the greater Houston area.

Option 2

I do not think that we have a proper understanding of the Holy Spirit.  For example, in way too many Christian circles, the Holy Spirit is defined as “It” and not “He.”  The Bible always assigns “He” to the Holy Spirit.  We live in an age which is greatly influenced by media and Hollywood.  For many people, we find that things like “the force” providing a definition that they equate to the Holy Spirit.

Depending on the age of your class members and the technology that you have available in the room, you might consider showing a clip from a Star Wars movie in which they talk about the force.  The force is defined as all things good in nature.  All a Jedi must do is connect with things around him in such a way that he can leverage the force to do anything.

 Our Heavenly Father has provided a force much greater than anything Hollywood or man could ever image in the person of the Holy Spirit.  The Bible describes the Holy Spirit as our Helper, Comforter and Advocate, One that is always with all believers.  When we come into a relationship with Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit takes up residence within us and He never leaves.  One of the roles He plays is to guide us and bring to our lips the right words as we share the love of Jesus Christ with those that we encounter in our daily journeys.  Today’s lesson will lead us to discover His role in evangelism and determine how we can faithfully share the love of Christ in the greater Houston area while trusting the leadership of the Spirit.

1. The Holy Spirit Helps (v. 7)

This passage is one of the first places where we see Jesus describing the Holy Spirit.  The NASB uses the word Helper.  Other translations might have the word Comforter, Advocate, or Intercessor.  The actual word in the Greek is paracletos.  This means, one who comes alongside of another.  

Ask your class to provide a job description for a paralegal, paramedic and/or para-church organization.  The key here is focusing on “para.”  A paramedic comes alongside a doctor in order to provide assistance to her in treating a patient.  A paralegal assists a lawyer in getting the facts of the case.  The Holy Spirit, Who is fully God, comes alongside the believer as a Helper and Comforter to that believer as he shares the gospel with those he encounters.

Sometimes we do not share the gospel with others because we fear rejection or we feel like we are all alone in this endeavor.  The truth found in this passage shows us that we are not alone.  Jesus returned to the Father so that He would send our Helper and Advocate to walk with us through all things.  

Given this truth, what should our lives begin to reflect?  One thing might be a lack of fear in sharing the gospel.  If we know that we are not alone, and we know that the Holy Spirit resides within us, we should begin to reflect a state of confidence in sharing with others.  One of the best ways to overcome this fear is through acting upon the truth that we have a Helper.    

Ask class members to describe something they were afraid of in life that once they tried it they were able to overcome their fear.  As an example, ask if anyone remembers the first time you went off the high diving board?   Most people will admit they were afraid.  But, as you continued to jump, the fear was gone because you knew it was not so bad.  Witnessing is like this for most Christians, as you share your faith more and more, you become aware that the Holy Spirit is with you and indeed, you are not alone.  He is your Advocate and Helper.

2. The Holy Spirit Convicts (v. 8)

The word convict is a verb, meaning that it is an action.  This reveals to us that the Holy Spirit is active in the lives of those that we have the opportunity to share the gospel with.  Jesus reveals that the Holy Spirit convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment.  These three things lay out the gospel message in its entirety.  

The sin of rejecting Jesus would be made clear through the work of the Holy Spirit.  Sin, while not a popular word in today’s culture is a reality.  The word in the original language means to miss the mark.  The “mark” is God’s holy standard.  God is the one who determines right and wrong.  The sad truth is that we have all missed the mark of His standard (Rom. 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.)  So, what do we do with this tomorrow in the work place, at school or in our neighborhood?  Understanding that the Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, we need to share the truth that we have all missed the mark.  We need to stand on the truth that some things are wrong and other things are right no matter how we might feel about it.  In the age we live this is becoming a hard concept for many people to accept, when sin and incorrect actions are no longer wrong but simply mistakes.

Next, Jesus showed us that the Holy Spirit reveals the possibility of righteousness.  The term righteousness means to be in right relationship with someone.  If I am having a conflict with my boss, I am not in a right relationship with him.  When this happens, my mood changes and all too often others are impacted by this as well.  Given the fact that we have all missed the mark and sinned, we are not in right relationship with God.  When we come to realize this, we also realize that others are impacted by this too.  Our part, as followers of Jesus Christ, is to share with others that it is our sin that has caused man to be disconnected from the God who loves us and wants us to be in a right relationship with Him.  

This would be a sad ending to the story if the Holy Spirit did not also reveal the inevitability of judgment.  Thank God that those who we know that are apart from Jesus Christ, have hope!  Judgment is coming and the Holy Spirit is actively convicting non-believers of this truth.  The good news of Jesus Christ is that while the wages of sin is death, the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23).  This passage also reveals the truth that the “ruler of this world has been judged” (v. 11).  His eternity is already determined but man has hope through Jesus!  

The three areas in which the Holy Spirit convicts is the gospel message in and of itself.  We are sinners and because of this we are not in right relationship with Jesus Christ.  While judgment has come for the father of all lies, it is not too late for those who are still alive today.  God has provided a way through Jesus to restore our right relationship.  John 3:16, one of our most loved verses says it clearly, For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in Him, will not perish but have everlasting life.  

As a believer in Jesus, we have the opportunity to be used by the Holy Spirit as He walks alongside of us and convicts the lost of these truths.  As Christ followers it is our privilege and responsibility to share this Good News with others.

3. The Holy Spirit Guides in Truth (v. 13)

I am so grateful for my GPS system.  I know that it has saved me from a number of wrong turns.  While it has guided me to more than one destination safely, I have to confess that I have not always trusted it.  On more than one occasion, I have decided that I know a better way.  Well . . . I think I have learned my lesson.  After a few additional turns, some lost time and less patience I would return to what my GPS system was telling me.  I needed to trust that the GPS was going to guide me to my desired outcome.

Jesus told us in this verse that the Holy Spirit would “guide you into all the truth.”  The word guide is a continual action word.  Therefore, the Holy Spirit is guiding us on an ongoing basis.  Also, the destination that He is leading us to is truth.  

Many in today’s world view truth to be something that is allusive.  People want to believe that truth is what they want it to be or whatever makes them feel good.  The Spirit, however, knows the truth and guides us in “all truth.”  One of His primary means to guiding us in truth is the Bible.  God’s word is living and active and sharper than any two-edge sword (Heb. 4:12).  The Spirit will use the Word, which is hidden in our hearts, to reveal truth to us so that we might share it with others.

So how do we use this information to impact the way we share the truth of Jesus Christ in the greater Houston area?  We must trust our GPS system, that being the Holy Spirit.  As He guides us in all truth, we need to make the turns that He tells us to make.  This means that we need to be aware of the truth found in God’s word.  When the Spirit tells us to use this passage of Scripture, then that is what we need to use.  When He wants us to use a different Scripture, we are to use the next one.  Each turn is another passage and we have to make all the turns in order to reach the desired outcome of sharing the truth with others.

4. The Holy Spirit Glorifies Christ (v. 14)

The Bible is clear that we are to bring glory to Christ.  If this belief is true, then we see from this verse that we are to be like the Holy Spirit.  Jesus tells us that the Spirit “will” glorify Him.  I focus in on the word will because the verse would be much different if Jesus said the Spirit will strive to glorify Me.  Also, through studying this passage, we learn the word glorify is another active word.  The Spirit is not passive in this endeavor to glorify Jesus.  He is actively and continually bringing glory to Jesus Christ.

Could the same be said of you and me?  If we behave one way on Sunday while at church and another way at work, school and home, the answer would be no.  If, however, it is our desire to study and apply God’s word to our lives so that we can share it with others we encounter in our day to day lives, we are moving in the right direction of bringing glory to Jesus.  This type of Christian is active in their pursuit of serving and bringing glory to Jesus.

Another way to know who we are trying to bring glory to is by listening to our own words.  Have you been around someone who always talked about himself?  This type of person usually comes across as arrogant and self-centered.  The opposite of this is someone who seeks to encourage and uplift others.  In order for this to happen in me, I must think and talk about someone besides me.  The Spirit does not seek to promote Himself, but rather Christ.  I too should not seek to promote myself, but rather all that God is doing in and through me.  I can do this in both action and words.

This can provide a good discussion point.  Ask your class if they have seen or heard people who take all the glory and good to themselves?  How does that make them feel about that type of person?  On the other hand how do they feel towards someone who humbly gives God glory for all that He has done in and through them?

How to Use This in the Greater Houston Area:

We have learned several important truths about evangelism over the last few weeks.  We learned that Christ had a calling on His life and we too have a calling on ours.  We learned that as a result of our calling, we are ambassadors and royal priests to the lost.  Finally, we learned that the Holy Spirit is walking alongside us and guiding us in all truth as we share the truth of God’s word with the lost.  Indeed we have learned that it is the Holy Spirit that brings people to conviction and salvation through Christ.

I believe we have one thing left to learn and that is how to present the gospel message to someone who does not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  I would encourage you (the teacher) to take a moment to walk through a gospel presentation with your class.  Houston’s First has for many years used Evangelism Explosion as the tool we use to teach people how to share the Gospel.  By no means is it the only plan, and we would encourage you to use a plan that you are most comfortable using.  Also, please be sensitive to the fact that some in your class may not have a relationship with Jesus.

Whenever sharing the gospel in a one-on-one setting, it is good to start with a couple diagnostic questions.  In classic EE we use the question, “Have you come to the place in your spiritual life to where you know for certain that if you were to die tonight you would go to heaven?”    This question is then followed by “If you were to die and stand before God and He asked you, ‘Why should I let you in My heaven?’, what would you say?”  If you get anything outside of, “A personal relationship with Jesus Christ” you are most likely dealing with a lost person. 

For those more familiar or comfortable with XEE this is their way of introducing the gospel presentation and is followed by the same diagnostic questions from classic EE.  Ask an individual, “On a scale of 1-10, how fulfilling would you say you life is?”  Then ask, “What would make it a 10 (or another number)?  If God were in your life, would it make your number go up or down?  If the person says God is already in their life then ask the diagnostic questions above.

 For some you may have shared the Gospel using what is known as the Roman Road gospel presentation.

· Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”  Sin means to miss the mark and we have all missed the mark.  Therefore, we have all fallen short of what God intends for us.

· Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death. . .”  A wage is something that we earn and what we earn as a result of our sin is death.  Death is not simply talking about the end of life, but rather being separated from a loving God.  Now remember, all have sinned and we have all earned eternal separation from God as a result of our sins.

· Romans 5:8 – “Yet while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  The good news is that while we were still sinners, and we are all sinners, One named Jesus lived a perfect life and died for us so that we would not have to suffer separation from the Father.

· Romans 10:9 – “That if you confess with your mouth, Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  It is one thing to know about Jesus in your head and another thing to know Him personally in your heart.  To know Him in your heart is to know Him as Lord, which means boss.  To know Him in your heart is to trust that He defeated death and the grave three days after dying on a cross for you and me.  When someone confesses with his mouth and believes in his heart, God is faithful to save him from his sin.

Take a moment to walk your class through the gospel as it might make an eternal difference.

At the end of today’s class we want to offer a couple ways to assist class members in telling their story.  Everyone can check out the website www.whatsmystory.org  and those in Adult 1 and 2 we will have copies of the booklet, Tell your story.  Both tools will assist members in preparing to tell their story.  Our Missions department is having a one night session March 9 at 6:30-7:30 in the Mission office area for those seeking help with using the Tell your story booklet.

There will also be a handout with all the upcoming classes that members can take to learn how to share the Gospel.  PLEASE HAND A COPY TO EACH ONE ATTENDING .

Application Questions for Discussion:

· What makes you afraid to share your faith?

· How does the work of the Holy Spirit help you to overcome your fears?

· For whose salvation will you and members of your class commit to pray?

Illustrations:

· Bad Testimony Example from EE

· Excerpt from XEE Video, DVD Unit 02.02b: Your Story
