Houston's First Baptist Church
Foundations of the Faith: 

Evangelism Lesson 3

Loving the Lost Like Jesus Does

Luke 15:1-7

Central Question:  Does my character reflect that of Christ as it relates to loving the lost?
Class Objective:  To examine Christ’s actions in Luke 15:1-7 and compare His actions next to mine in regards to loving the lost.


Focal Scripture:  Luke 15:1-7


Suggested Outline:

1. Christ was approachable (v. 1)

2. Christ used understandable language (v. 3)

3. Christ valued the individual (v. 4)

4. Christ rejoiced (v. 5-7)

Introduction  

One method of healthy Bible study is known as a character study.  The way that you use this method, is you pick a small portion of Scripture, determine what characters are involved in this portion and examine their actions.  The next step is to determine if the actions are good or bad and then compare your actions next to Scripture.  Finally, you make any needed adjustments with the goal of living a biblical life.

Today’s lesson is one in which a character study would work well.  The primary character in this paragraph of Scripture is Jesus and He is modeling principles of sharing the gospel.  The goal is to look at these principles and then compare our lives next to what He has modeled for us.

Anytime you begin a Bible study, you should strive to engage the learners.  We see that Jesus did this on a regular basis.  One way to engage learners with this lesson is to ask them to list modern day methods for sharing one’s faith.  (One word of caution here is to not let this become a debate over methods but draw out that there are many good tools to use.)  This can be done with the class as a whole, or it can be done by placing the class into learning groups.  Whichever method you choose to use, place the answers on the board for the class to see.  Many in your class will learn visually and this will help them to remember what is talked about.

It is important not to provide all of the answers for the class.  If you do this, the class will not engage in learning.  Instead, they will be passive bystanders to you.  Also, if you answer the questions, the learners will not have buy-in as the answers do not belong to them.  You might provide a couple of suggestions in order to get the class to begin the process.

Once you have the list on the board, let the class know that the goal for today’s lesson is to look at a method that Jesus used in sharing the gospel.  As His method is revealed through the Bible, the class will compare His method with today’s method.  Finally, the class will determine what actions, if any, need to be changed in order to better line up with the way Jesus lived His life.

1. Christ was approachable (v. 1)

The first characteristic that we see is that Jesus was approachable.  Verse 1 points out that the lost were “coming near to Him to listen to Him.”  A careful examination of these words reveals some interesting truths.  First, the passage would be much different if it said, “they came near to Him to listen to Him.”  The word “coming” means that it was a repetitive action.  One could easily imply that one group of tax collectors approached Jesus, only to go get another group of sinners to bring to Him.  

The passage also shows that the tax collectors and sinners had a goal; they wanted to “listen to Him.”  Most of us when we encounter someone who is hateful and full of anger, typically try to find a way to avoid this person.  And, if you had your child with you, you would tend to double your efforts to shield them.  Also, if you know of someone who always has a bad attitude and down on life, you will try to avoid them as well.  However, looking at the scripture passage for today you have to admit that it seems that Jesus embodied the exact opposite of outlook and attitude.  He was the type of person who others wanted to be around.  He was teaching in such a way that it attracted others.  His teaching caused others to want to listen.  Have your class members ask themselves, “Do my words and actions cause others to want to listen to me share about Christ love?  If you answer “no” to this question, then ask yourself, what actions do I need to take to bring about a change in me?

Here is an interesting illustration that will help us understand why religious rulers of the day were appalled that Jesus ate with sinners.  According to the social customs in the Middle East, once two men had eaten together there was a bond between them.  I heard of a group who toured the Middle East today say that their tour guide brought bread to the bus and broke it for all to share.  Then he said, “Now we are friends because we have eaten together.”  Such a perspective helps us understand the Pharisees and scribes’ evaluation of Jesus.  Of course the truth is if Jesus had not eaten with sinners he would have always eaten alone.  As we have studied previously, Jesus came into the world not only to eat with sinners but to die for them.

Go back to the list provided at the start of the class.  Does this list of actions tend to repel or attract folks?  Jesus’ method caused others to want to come near to Him.  We need to develop strategies that will draw others to us and create a hunger for the word.  Usually this involves us expressing the love of Christ in word, action and deed in some way.  Here is a good question to discuss, “How may Christians associate with unbelievers and not compromise their witness?”

The one thing that I would caution you (the teacher) against at this point is what is known as the social gospel.  A social gospel approach to evangelism is one in which you live out your faith in front of others in hopes that your lifestyle will cause them to accept Jesus.  While I do support living out your faith in front of others, a closer look at Jesus’ actions showed that they listened to Him.  This means that Jesus was talking to them.  Yes, we are to live out our faith for others to see, and we also have the pleasure of sharing with the lost why we live the way we do.  It is not an either/or but rather a both/and.  This can be a great teaching point within the class.  Take a moment to talk about practical ways to live out one’s faith while sharing the truth.

If as a believer you want to be a faithful witness you must become confident and competent in your knowledge of at least one of any number of methods for sharing the gospel.  At Houston’s First we have for a number of years utilized Evangelism Explosion as a practical, powerful and effective tool.  Today many are learning how to present the gospel through XEE a much more relational method.  The main point is to have a solid plan for sharing the gospel and put it to good use.

So, what is the application for us today?  Invite the learners to examine their own lives.  Are they living in such a way that others would be willing to approach them and engage in spiritual dialog?  If someone did approach them and engage in spiritual dialogue, would they will able to discuss what it means to be a follower of Jesus, or would they have to bring them to you (the teacher), a staff member or Pastor Gregg?  If we want to be like Jesus, then we should be approachable and able to communicate the truths of the gospel.  

2. Christ used understandable language (v. 3)

This verse shows us that Jesus told a parable.  A parable is a story using everyday language that has spiritual implications.  In this case, He talked about tending sheep to a group of folks who knew exactly what sheep were.  Jesus did not try to tell a complex story in order to show His wisdom or to wow His hearers.  He told a story that they would understand.

Dr. Tod Tanner, a primary contributor to these lessons, grew up in Victoria, TX.  When he moved to Nashville, Tennessee to be a youth minister, he tells about an instance when he told an Aggie joke. He said he figured he could do this since he graduated from Texas A&M.  However, when he came to the punch line, no one laughed because no one knew what an Aggie was.  He says it fell flat because he was telling a story that no one could understand or relate too.

When we share our faith with those who do not know Jesus, all too often we use language that they do not understand.  We might try to impress them with big words like eschatology or sovereignty but instead we lose them because they do not know what we are talking about.  It may not even be an effort to impress them with our language but simply a case of using our “ecclesiastical” language of the church, when we talk about being saved, or that we have justification of our sins through the blood of Jesus.

So, what are we to do?  As a means of application, ask someone in the class to share his or her faith with you without using spiritual words.  Things like having a relationship with Jesus Christ would be okay, as this is the ultimate goal.  But, you would want to stay away from words like hallelujah and atonement because these are not words that are used in everyday language and we need to express the idea in a language people understand even if they have never been in church.

Another point of application would be working the gospel into a story that the lost could understand.  While the example we are studying used sheep, I don’t think there are a great deal of sheep around Houston’s First Baptist.  What story could you develop that would reflect the heart of the gospel that people in Houston, TX could identify with?  Take time to develop this as a class and then encourage your learners to share it sometime this week.

3. Christ valued the individual (v. 4)

One of the unique things about verse 4 is that it shows Jesus is engaging the learner in the parable by asking a question.  The question calls for thought and action as a result.  We see that at the heart of the question, Jesus is challenging the learner to value the individual.

Let’s look at the parable this way.  Say you have four children and you take them to the store.  As you are shopping, you notice that you are down to three.  Hey, you still have 3 of the 4 so life is good.  Maybe you will run into the fourth somewhere along the way.  If this happens, great, and if it does not, that is fine too.  This is the heart of the parable.  As you would value all four of your children, Jesus places the same value on all of His sheep.

It is important to also note that Jesus said the shepherd would “go after the one which is lost until he finds it.”  This is a powerful statement as it shows the shepherd’s resolve.  The shepherd was not working on a time clock.  He was determined and would not stop until his task was complete.  This shows the passion of our Savior for those who are away from Him.

What is the application for you and me?  Do we have the same drive for the individual that Jesus does?  Do we have the same courage to never give up just like the shepherd in this parable?  If we do, I think we should be able to name a few folks that we are sharing our faith with on a regular basis.  Ask class members, “What if Jesus exercised the same amount of care and urgency for the lost as we exhibit toward the lost?  

One of the application points for week one was developing a list of people that your class members can share their faith with.  Now would be a great time to refer back to this list.  Challenge the members of your class to not stop praying for them.  Challenge the members of your class to invite one of them out to lunch or over to the house for dinner.  We must not stop sharing and living the gospel out in front of those who God has placed in our lives.  If you would like to continue to make this an emphasis for your class, place this list of names in the classroom for all to see on a regular basis.  You might want to only have first names in case one of those you are praying for shows up in class.  Keep going after the one who is lost until he is found.

4. Christ rejoiced (v. 5-7)

Question, “What other creation is able to rejoice and celebrate like you and I can?”  Answer, nothing!  Question, “What was created in the image of God?”  Answer, you and I.  Therefore, part of being created in the image of God means to be created to rejoice.  Question, “What did Jesus rejoice over?”   Answer, that which was lost being found.  If you were to do a word study of these seven verses, you would find the word joy or rejoice used three times.  This communicates the importance of this fact.

We see the rejoicing taking place at multiple levels.  First, the shepherd rejoices in verse 5.  We also see that the shepherd is rejoicing.  The “ing” on the end of the word shows that the joy is ongoing.  The shepherd never got over the joy of finding the lost sheep.  This is a wonderful picture of how God feels when we return to Him.

The next point of joy comes when the shepherd returns home and invites others to rejoice with him (v. 6).  The shepherd was not content with having a celebration alone; he wanted to invite others who would understand the joy to share in this with him.  The modern application of this in today’s language would be celebrating when someone at church comes into a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Discuss with your class what does it look like for your class to celebrate when someone from your prayer list comes into a relationship with Jesus?  In other words how is that joy expressed?  I think this is a fair question and one that you could explore with the class.  If there is truly a celebration for someone your class has been praying for being saved would it not give the class motivation to go share with those on their prayer list or develop a prayer list if there is not one.

The final place of rejoicing is in heaven (v. 7).  The shepherd was not content to celebrate alone and he was not content with the celebration only taking place here on earth.  We now see that all of heaven rejoices over this.  For additional emphasis on this, please look at verse 10 of this passage.

Conclusion:

As we draw to a close we much search our souls.  As you help your pupils focus on where they are here are some penetrating questions and discussion thoughts you might use all or some.  

What do we celebrate over today?  We understand that part of being made in the image of God means that we are made to celebrate.  So, what do we celebrate?  Do we celebrate our favorite team winning?  Do we celebrate when our 401(k) starts trying to climb out of the hole or a child’s birthday?  While it is not morally wrong to celebrate these things, if we do not celebrate in grand fashion a lost person coming to know Jesus, we are not living out what the Bible teaches.  What we celebrate has a lot to say about what we truly value.  Take a couple of minutes to develop a healthy approach for the class to celebrate others coming to faith in Jesus.

     Am I approachable like Jesus was?  If not, what actions do I need to change?  Do I live in such a way that others are drawn to me because they see that I am real and care for others?

      Do I use language that a lost person can understand?  If you have been born again for very long and active in church this is something you will need to work on.  The language of the church not only seems natural but comforting to those in the church but to those outside it may seem strange at best.

    Would others say that I am the type of person that values the individual?  Am I really burdened for the lost around me?  even those in my family?  How is our concern for others and their spiritual condition seen by others?

Finally, what is an appropriate way for me to rejoice when someone comes to faith in Christ?  Again we all must search our own souls and ask ourselves am I truly happy and joy filled when someone comes to the Lord?

You might consider providing these questions for each learner at the end of the class.  You can do this by handing them out or simply stating them.  The point of the questions is to challenge the class to reflect on the lessons taught in this passage and compare the truths next to their own lives.  We are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds and not just informed of what Jesus did.

Additional Suggestions for teaching:

1.   Application Questions for Discussion:

· Who are the modern-day “tax collectors” and “sinners”?

· What words do we use to call a non-believer?

· Sinner, non-believer, unbeliever, unregenerate, pagan, heathen, damned

· Let’s begin calling them “friend” instead of a negative word

· Who are the nonbelieving friends in your life who are as precious as the lost sheep?

· Anyone’s name you wrote on the floor of the Worship Center?

2.  A key to the truth of our passage is our not only people’s attraction to Jesus but His love for them.   Ask your class, “Do you seek out friendships with nonbelievers?  Why or why not?”

3.  Romans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.   If believers are serious about becoming a faithful witness it is important for you to learn a Biblically solid plan of salvation.  As mentioned previously any believer wanting to be an effective witness should be competent and confident in their skill of sharing the gospel.  Point out the opportunities here at HFBC to study in one of several witnessing classes.

