Foundations of the Faith, Lesson 2 Preparations
Additional thoughts from this lesson for each of the 5 components of a good lesson plan.
Aim: I want to lead my class to understand that God in His love for man provided salvation through Christ but gave Christians the responsibility and privilege to be His witnesses.

Introduction:
1.   John Young sent this quote from D L Moody,   I believe that if an angel were to wing his way from earth up to Heaven, and were to say that there was one poor, ragged boy, without father or mother, with no one to care for him and teach him the way of life; and if God were to ask who among them were willing to come down to this earth and live here for fifty years and lead that one to Jesus Christ, every angel in Heaven would volunteer to go. Even Gabriel, who stands in the presence of the Almighty, would say, "Let me leave my high and lofty position, and let me have the luxury of leading one soul to Jesus Christ." There is no greater honor than to be the instrument in God's hands of leading one person out of the kingdom of Satan into the glorious light of Heaven.  (For anyone who might not know who D L Moody was be I would urge you to Google his name.  In short D L Moody was the Billy Graham of his era, the last half of the 19th century.  His peers say much about him but nearly all agree what made D L Moody such a powerful tool was that he was:


1.  a fully surrendered man, who knew it was God not him



2.  a man of prayer



3.  a faithful student of the Word



4.   a truly humble man


5.  totally free from the love of money

6.  his all consuming love for the lost

7.  obviously empowered by God

Ask the class to compare their commitment or burden for sharing Christ with the angels in this story.  Then share that in today’s lesson we will see that indeed we have all been called to do just that and more.
 2.  Lay out pennants, jerseys, ball caps etc. or ask some members to wear school, sports, business clothing items and ask your class,  ”When you see someone wearing these type of items what does it tell you?”  Lead class to the conclusion that we wear these type of items so that we clearly identify with that team, school or cause and want people to know?   They are positioning themselves along with that which they identify with.  This type of positioning and identifying is an important part of our being a witness.

Ask in what ways can we let people know we identify with Christ?  Then after some discussion share with the class that this is something we’re going to talk about today…identifying with Christ so that others can know we are His.

Heart:  

God loved us so much that even when man rejected Him, He provided a way to salvation, that He was reconciling man with Himself in a right relationship.  God blessed us with Jesus Christ to pay the price for our sins, offers it freely to all who will repent and believe.  Then God did a wonderful thing, He gave man the calling to be His witnesses as Ambassadors for Christ.

Application:

1.  Are you a recognized ambassador?  The story is told of a church member who went out on visitation and came upon the home of a co-worker.  When the coworker answered the door, he was surprised to find the church member visiting and said: “I never knew you were a Christian!”  State to the class that all too often people around us do not know we are Christian because we either do not verbalize it or live it.  Look into your own experience and ask do my co-workers, associates or neighbors know I am an ambassador for Christ?  When we live our faith, our message is received with much more power.

2. A recent study was published in Christianity Today on the FIVE types of Christians in America.  

i. Active Christians (19%) are true evangelicals who believe Christ alone paid the price for our sins and that only through Him are we saved.  That it is our responsibility to share the Gospel with the world

ii. Professing Christians (20%) similar beliefs to evangelicals but with less involvement and commitment to the church.  Not regular in attendance or service through the church.

iii. Liturgical Christians (16%) Predominantly Catholic and Lutheran. This group is characterized as regular church attendees that are focused on lots of spiritual activity but with little if any sharing of the Gospel.  They focus mainly on social deeds in His name.

iv. Private Christians (24%) make up the largest and youngest group of Christians.  They believe in God and doing good things. (I often call this the Touched by an Angel theology, a popular tv show that talked a lot about God but never Christ.)  Most of these would own a Bible but seldom read it.  They have strong spiritual interest but NOT necessarily within a church.  In fact 2/3 do not feel they need to attend church.  We should remind our class that the church is the bride of Christ.

v. Cultural Christians (21%) second largest group—do not see Jesus as ESSENTIAL for salvation—little outward religious behavior—God aware but little personal involvement 

This discussion could be used to make the point that part of the reason our world is not more moved by our message is the lack of genuine witnesses for Christ.  

Conclusion:

 This lesson calls people to evaluate their own witness and their commitment to do so.  It is important that the class members understand this is about their actions not someone else actions.  We are not responsible for anyone but ourselves.  Give out the tracts provided and ask members to read them and seek this week to share them with someone.

