Houston's First Baptist Church
Foundations of the Faith: Evangelism
Lesson 1: Jesus’ Mission and How It Impacts Us Today
Central Truth of the lesson:  God loves man and sent Jesus to reconcile man to Himself and Jesus commanded His followers to share the good news of His love and sacrifice for all.


Class Objective:  To lead my class to examine Jesus’ calling and discover how it applies to us.

Focal Scriptures:  Luke 19:10, Matthew 28:18-20

Luke 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.

Matthew 28:18-20  18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 


Additional Scriptures:  Mark 16:15, Ephesians 4:11-13, Mark 1:17, Acts 1:8, Luke 19:10

Suggested Outline:

I. Jesus is on mission to bring salvation to mankind

II. Jesus commanded His followers to share His love and sacrifice to all people

III. Every believer is responsible for being a faithful witness

Key Teaching Points:

· Jesus was on a mission to save people. Luke 19:10, Matthew 9:35-38

· The Great Commission is a command given to all believers and is to be lived out on a continual basis. Matthew 28:18-20

Introduction  

One of the goals of a healthy Bible study is to engage the learner in the lesson.  Jesus did this on a regular basis.  Sometimes, He would use stories and other times He would ask questions. 

Below, you will find two different ways to engage the learners in your class.  Please use them as examples and feel free to craft them in a way that would best engage your class in the learning process.

Share a Story:

I would like to invite you (the teacher) to recall the first time you were there when someone accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  Do you remember where you were?  Do you remember what lead up to the conversation?  Do you remember how you felt and how your new brother or sister in Christ felt?

Dr. Tod Tanner who contributed to these lessons shared this experience in his own life.  “I remember all too well.  I was in youth ministry and I invited Randy to have a Coke with me after Wednesday night youth group.  I was working at a church in Mansfield, TX while going to Southwestern Seminary.  I shared the truth of God’s love with Randy and asked if this was something he wanted to accept.  He said yes, and I almost jumped out of my skin with excitement.  Truth be known, I almost forgot to ask him to call out to Jesus.  On my way back to the seminary, I was experiencing a new found joy.  It was great.”  Just as Dr. Tanner told you his story, I want to encourage you to tell the class your story.  Please bring as much excitement and joy to it as possible.

The point of this week’s lesson is to understand that Jesus was and is on the same mission that you just talked about to your class.  Not only this, He has called us to be on this same mission with Him.  The joy you felt in sharing with someone is the joy He feels and calls us to experience.

Consider these additional discussion questions:  

Invite your class to place themselves into learning groups of 5-7 people.  Ask each group to discuss one of the two questions listed below.  If you have four groups of 5, two groups will discuss one question and two groups will discuss the other one.  

The questions are:

1. What are some key words or phrases you would use to describe Jesus’ mission?

2. What are some key words or phrases you would use to describe the mission of a follower of Jesus?

After a period of a couple of minutes, ask each group to give you the answers that they came up with.  I would encourage you to write them on a board so that others can see what is being discussed.  

Once you get several answers from each group let them know that the point of today’s lesson is to look at Jesus’ calling and the calling of His followers as a result of this.  As you look at the passages being studied, you can refer back to the class list and see if there is a marked difference between the list the class provided and what the Bible says.

I. Jesus is on mission to bring salvation to people.  (Luke 19:10)
From Genesis to Revelation there is “scarlet thread” that runs through the message of the Bible, that of a loving God reaching out to a lost mankind providing a way for man to renew a right relationship with Him.  The Bible teaches that God’s ultimate answer was through His only Son, Jesus Christ.   John 3:16, For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  Man’s forgiveness and restoration was God’s idea and on His mind long before man realized his need for forgiveness.

Scriptures make clear that Jesus understood and worked to fulfill His mission.  In Luke 19:10 Jesus stated His mission clearly to Zacchaeus saying For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.  Any time you teach God’s word, it is vital that you place it in proper context.  If this is not done, the result can be teaching something that the passage is not saying.  With this in mind, the context of this passage is that Jesus has just had an encounter with a wealthy tax collector named Zacchaeus.  

Many say that this is the clearest presentation of the entire gospel message stated by our Savior.  In this one brief statement Jesus gave us His reason for leaving Heaven with all its glory and coming to earth to live, suffer and die on the cross then to rise on the third day that man might have forgiveness and redemption.  Jesus came to this earth to “seek” and “save.”  Seek carries the idea of an active process.  

Once again trying to engage your class in the learning process, ask them to tell you some things that they went seeking after.  For instance, if a child got a hold of the keys, I would guess there was some seeking going on.  Everything would stop until the keys were found.  Maybe it was a picture or an important document and it could not be found.  Seeking is an active process.  You do not passively seek things and Jesus did not passively seek anyone.  Seeking carries with it a sense of urgency.

Not only did Jesus seek, He also saved.  If your little child was struggling to swim in a pool and you were a witness to it, would you not seek to provide help and with urgency. Once you discovered you were the help; then you would actively save her.  If I am seeking something, when it is found, my next action is to save.  If this is true of us, how much more so is it of Jesus?  While I understand that we cannot save someone from their sins, we know the One who can and He has charged us to help.

Jesus revelation to Zacchaeus bears out that it is God through Jesus reaching out to a lost mankind.  Paul tells us in Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We see Jesus actively and aggressively pursuing His mission throughout the Gospels.  In Matthew 9:35-38   Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.  This passage illustrates that Christ was staying on task!  We also get a sense of urgency as he was going through the country side proclaiming the good news.  We also see His deep love for the people and the compassion that He felt for them even when they would not listen.  Emphasize to your class that all Christians ought to have the spirit and heart of Christ toward others.  Ask, How do you express this love for the lost generations around us here in Houston? In what ways can we express this love and concern for our own neighbors?  Work associates?

Indeed Jesus was broken hearted for lost men and women and in Matthew 23:37  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing…”   What wonderful imagery He uses in this verse.  I spent many a day on my grand-parents farm when growing up and on more than one occasion witnessed a mother hen running about with urgency and alarm trying to gather her chicks when a storm approached.  The chicks simply ran in all directions to avoid being guided to sure safety.  The picture here is that mankind, like those chicks, runs in all directions to avoid eternal safety through salvation and that Jesus is burdened for all men.

Evangelical Christians all agree on this point, Jesus’ mission was to bring man into a right relationship with God the Father!   We also agree that Christ was establishing His church during His earthly ministry and preparing the church to be His witnesses on earth after He returned to Heaven.

II.  Jesus commanded His followers to share His love and sacrifice to all people (Matthew 28:18-20)

From Jesus’ first recorded command in Mark 1:17 Christ made clear that He was giving man a role and responsibility in bringing the world to salvation.  Mark 1:17“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.”  Note that in this first calling Christ did not say “follow me and you might become a fisher of men,” nor “follow me and if you choose you may become a fisher of men” but rather He said “follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”    The inescapable truth is that if we follow Him we WILL be fishers of men.  Christ made several such statements that the church can clearly see as His Will for all Believers.  

It is noteworthy that not only was this Christ’s first command but this was His charge to the church in Matthew 28:18-20. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  This passage is recognized as the Great Commission and is accepted as the definitive statement on the mission and work of the church.  In fact it is our mission statement at Houston’s First Baptist and is also the mission statement, by extension, to our Sunday Bible Study.  It is important that our members understand that Sunday Bible Study is the church organized and dedicated to fulfilling the Great Commission.

You should stress the point that it is the Great Commission NOT the Great Suggestion.  Sadly for many, if not the majority of, Christians today we act as if it is a suggestion and not a command.  For way too many Christians it seems that the Great Commission is optional.  The Great Commission actually cuts to the heart the central focus of Christ’s ministry and that which he passed to the church.   It is not just for church staff or those “super” Christians, but it is for EVERY BELIEVER who knows Jesus as their personal Savior.

Ours is a work and ministry built from the word “GO” and a proper reading of this text emphasizes that the meaning here is “as you are going” make disciples.  Christ’s call to His followers is to live in such a way that we are His witnesses every day.  This means, as you go to your kids soccer game, as you go to work, as you go to the grocery store.  The Great Commission is not something you do, rather is it something that you strive to be throughout your life.  This is not to say that we witness only by how we live, quite the contrary.  If we live a separated and dedicated life but never talk about Christ we will only give witness to what a great person we are.  It is essential that we let others know that it is Christ who has made the difference in our life and that He wants to make a difference in their life too.

Note too, that the directive here is to be actively involved in making disciples. You might want to ask your class, What does it mean when he says “make disciples”?  Point out that in the context of this passage we make disciples when men become followers of Christ or as we in the church often say, “when men are saved.”  Christ is the one who saves but God chose to let man share in the process by being His witnesses.

III.  Every believer is responsible for being a faithful witness

The simple fact is that as Dr. Bobby Welch said in his book Evangelism through the Sunday School, “No Christian can be a great Christian unless he or she is carrying out the Great Commission as a way of life.”  Dr. Adrian Rogers, former pastor at Bellevue Baptist stated on more than one occasion that if a Christian didn’t witness to others and share the claims of Christ, he or she were living in disobedience.   In next week’s, lesson on being ambassadors for Christ we will look deeper into how we are to be His witnesses in our everyday walk.

The Great Commission demands that we share the gospel with the whole world.  One pastor once stated it this way.  “Evangelism is the entire work for the entire church for the entire age.”  One of the strengths of any church is recognizing and utilizing their Sunday Bible Study ministry as an organization best suited to help fulfill this mission in an organized and systematic way.  

Call your class members to the realization of their own personal responsibility to be a faithful witness.  Recognizing the need to be a witness is only the beginning.  A witness must be trained in how to be an effective witness.  This is not to say that someone must “complete” a course before they can witness, for indeed they can be a witness by simply sharing what Christ has done and is doing in their life.  However, it is important for every Believer to learn how to present the gospel competently and confidently.  As this lesson series progresses we will discuss practical ways that members can be trained and give them opportunities to sign up for training. 

Conclusion:  A call to decision and commitment

One of the most important parts of healthy Bible study is application.  If we do not have application to a lesson, we are only engaging in a mental assent to Biblical knowledge.  The Pharisees had a great deal of knowledge.  Their problem was they either did not apply it or misapplied it.  I have also discovered that the more specific you (the teacher) can be in the application, the more likely the learners will apply the truths to their lives.  While one needs to be careful to avoid legalism, it is still okay to have specific application in mind.

As you draw your class to a conclusion, ask class members if they are not already involved in witnessing if they would pray about their personal responsibility to be a witness.   Encourage them to study the scriptures from the lesson this next week in their devotional time.  If members are active witnesses, celebrate with them their commitment and encourage them to rise to a new level of commitment.

Take time to encourage your class members to develop a seeking list.  Invite each of them to write down three specific names of folks they are around who do not have a relationship with Jesus.  If they say that they do not know anyone who is lost, you can challenge them to reflect on the fact that Jesus knew lost people.  Our goal is to be more and more like Jesus.

You might even consider having this list visible in your room as a prayer board (first names only.)  I know that the church spends a great deal of time praying for those who know Jesus and yet are on hard times.  But, what would it look like if the church began to pray with equal passion for those who do not know Jesus and are headed towards eternal separation from the One who loves them and created them?

When you start next week’s lesson, it will be important to ask them how they did on their application of this lesson.  Look at it this way, if a teacher asked you to do some homework and the teacher never told you to turn it in, you would not do the homework the next time it was assigned.  Take a few minutes at the start of next week’s lesson to ask them how the application went.

Illustrations and other support:

· Definition of a “witness”:  someone who communicates (by speaking, writing, emailing, texting, tweeting, etc.) what he or she has seen, heard, and/or experienced.

· The Great Commission has the power of “final words”.  What do I mean?   All of us have received or given someone final words.  That is we have received or shared words when we recognized this may be our last time to see one another for a long while or when someone is going away for the first time etc.  Final words have the power that basically says, “if you forget everything else---DON’T FORGET THIS.”

· Witness vs. Expert Witness:  a “witness” doesn’t have to be an expert witness.      Illustration:  Witness vs. Expert Witness  
In Acts 1:8, Jesus says, “you shall be my witnesses.”  A witness is anyone who has seen, heard, or experienced something, in this case, Jesus and the impact of His love and grace upon our lives.  Many Christians are afraid to share our faith because we think we have to be a Bible scholar and know how to answer all the questions before we get out of our comfort zone to witness.  We have bought into Satan’s lie that we have to be an expert witness.

An expert witness, according to Wikipedia, is “a witness, who by virtue of education, training, skill, or experience, is believed to have expertise and specialized knowledge in a particular subject beyond that of the average person, sufficient that others may officially and legally rely upon the witness's specialized (scientific, technical or other) opinion about an evidence or fact issue within the scope of his expertise, referred to as the expert opinion.”

If you happen to walk out from a sidewalk restaurant and see a drive-by shooting on the street, you might be called in to be a witness at the suspected shooter’s court trial.  If you were asked questions like what kind of car the shooter was in, where he was shooting from, and what kind of words were exchanged between the shooter and the victim, you would be able to answer them readily.  If you were asked what kind of gun was the shooter using, what caliber bullet was in the gun, and at what velocity was the bullet going, you most like wouldn’t have the right answers because you’re not a ballistics expert.  However, the first set of questions were just as relevant and important to the case, if not more important.  

The role of a witness is crucial to legal proceedings, and even more crucial in sharing the love of Jesus.

· When Jesus says, “go and make disciples…,” he is actually saying “as you are going (or walking, or living, or breathing), make disciples….”

· Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers are to equip the saints (believers, Christ-followers) for evangelism. Ephesians 4:11

· Mark 1:17 is Jesus’ first recorded command.

· Matt 28:18-20 is Jesus’ command after His resurrection.

Acts 1:8 is Jesus’ last command before His ascension
Application Questions for Discussion:

· When was the last time that you shared with someone about something you’ve witnessed?  With whom did you share, and what did you witness?

· Lately, have you heard a word from God?  Seen God at work?  Experienced Jesus?  What can you share with others about a benefit of following Christ in your life?

· Matthew 28:18-20 In building on the application from Luke 19:10 and in light of the fact that the Great Commission is written as a continual action, ask your learners to get out their smart phones.  Ask them to go to their calendars and begin to list out the things that they are doing this upcoming week.  You might even consider writing them on the board.

With the learners schedule out in the open, ask them how they plan on sharing the Great Commission with others they may encounter.  The Great Commission is not something that we have to do; it is rather something that we get to do.  
