Dr. John R. Bisagno

April 5,1934-August 5,2018



“My Dear People..." Anything to Serve

Young Man with a Horn
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. “We give our life to Christ

not because He demands it
but because He deserves it.’

“Unanimously Accepted”

Spreading the Word

Meanwhile, First Baptist Church in downtown Houston was struggling
to attract people. Following the resignation of Pastor Robert Smith, a
committee was formed to find the next man to lead the historic church.
Recommendations were submitted and the entire committee traveled
to Oklahoma to hear one of the prospective candidates—Pastor
John Bisagno. By secret ballot, the committee unanimously voted to
recommend him as the next pastor. On January 11, 1970, the church
also voted unanimously in his favor. He “unanimously accepted” the
call, and Bro. John Bisagno, age 35, preached his first sermon as the
pastor of Houston's First Baptist Church on February 15, 1970.

Early on, Bro. John recognized the need for the church to move out
of downtown if it wanted to reach more people with the Gospel.
He put the vision before the church and on September 24, 1972,
80 percent voted to relocate to I-10 near the new West 610 Loop.
Church members pledged $3.5 million for the new building, but
the lowest bid to come back was $8.1 million. Bro. John asked the
church what they wanted to do, and they unanimously decided
to move forward with the vision. The Nothing Is Impossible!
campaign was put into motion. He later said, “If we just do what
we can reasonably do, then we'll get what we can do. But if we
dare to dream and do what God can do, then we'll get what
God can do.”

Throughout his tenure as pastor, Bro. John
continued to focus on evangelical efforts like he
had been doing since that life-changing night
at Falls Creek. In his first year, he led the church
to sponsor SPIRENO (Spiritual Revolution
Now), a six-month program of evangelism in
city schools, stadiums, and theaters. The effort
led to 4,039 salvations. In 1978, the year after
moving in to the new building on I-10, the

first of many Houston Crusades was held at Delmar Stadium. Bro. John
coupled intentional evangelism initiatives such as these with Christian
education ministries to provide people with opportunities to grow in their
relationship with Jesus and their understanding of the Bible.

Bro. John's powerful preaching and a renewed churchwide focus on
evangelism and outreach had a profound impact on the once-stagnant
church he came to in 1970. Membership totalled 3,504 in 1969. By the
end of his first year as pastor, 2,011 new people joined the church.
Membership increased by over 11,000 by his 10th anniversary in 1980,
and total membership approached 17,000 by 1985. By the time he
retired, Houston’s First had more than 22,000 members and the church
had baptized over 15,000 people in the preceding 30 years.

While Bro. John instilled among church members a heart for spreading
the Gospel among the people of Houston, he also pointed their attention
to the people of the world. He moved the church from a goal of raising
$100,000 each year for world missions in the early '70s to raising $1
million by 1982. Inspired by his passion, the Houston'’s First family gave
millions to missions causes during his years as pastor. But beyond financial

generosity, others committed their lives to ministry and mission work.
More than 500 members went into full-time Christian vocations during his
tenure, including more than 100 who left to serve as foreign missionaries.
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at Houston's First
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Retires from
Houston's First
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Falls Creek dedicates
John R. Bisagno
Auditorium

“I would go anywhere,

anytime, for anything,

for nothing... Anything

to serve the God I love.”

Jan 2015 Sep 13,2017 Aug 5,2018
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Publishes 50th anniversary  Uldine goes home  Bro.John meets Jesus
edition of The Power of to heaven face-to-face —side-by-side
Positive Praying with Uldine

Continued Impact

The impact of Bro. John's passion, leadership,
and encouragement reached all other aspects
of Houston's First's ministry. During his tenure,
Pageant became a Christmas tradition, additional
education space and the Christian Life Center
(now Fitness & Recreation Center) were built, a
full-time Counseling ministry was established,
the First Place 4 Health program was launched,
METRO Bible Study began, and Beth Moore began
writing and leading Bible studies. The church
acquired Northwest Academy which later became
First Baptist Academy and Houston Christian
High School—a secondary school founded by several area churches who
embraced Bro. John's vision.

Bro. John announced his plans to retire in the summer of 1999. “This is
and has been in the last 30 years the easiest church in the world to pastor,”
he told the church family. “Why? Because we have great lay men and
women."” Looking ahead, he said that “this church is poised for a new burst
of energy.” Bro. John delivered his last sermon at Houston’s First, “Passing
the Baton Without Dropping the Ball,” on November 21 of that year. His
official last day as pastor was in early 2000 and he became the church’s
Pastor Emeritus—exactly 30 years since the young evangelist and pastor
from Oklahoma came to town.

At age 65 when he retired, Bro. John continued to preach, teach, and serve
as interim pastor at various churches. He published Letters to Timothy: A
Handbook for Pastors in 2001, billed as “his retirement gift to younger
and older pastors alike.” It was one of the many books he published in his
lifetime. Despite the health challenges he experienced in recent years, Bro.
John was still sharing with others and even had a speaking engagement as
recently as the week before the Lord called him home.

As news of his homegoing spread, friends and admirers shared their
thoughts and sentiments. They referred to him as a “church innovator”
and “true pioneer” whose “winsome humor” and “transparent devotion”
to Jesus served as an “inspiring example.” He was “one of the greatest
preachers of his or any generation.”

His First Family

As beloved as Bro. John was by his church family, he was loved first and
most by Uldine, his wife of 63 years. She was called home to heaven on
September 13, 2017, and was there to greet him when he arrived. Bro.
John was a loving father and father-in-law to their three children and their
spouses—Ginger and husband Dr. Curt Dodd, Tim and wife Edye, and
Tony and wife Dottie. He adored being “Poppy” to his eight grandchildren
—Jonathan Dodd and wife Catherine, Zag Dodd and wife Carlie, Britni
Grace Meacham and husband Kristopher, River Bisagno, Rocco Bisagno,
AJ Bisagno, Harper Bisagno, and Oliver Bisagno—and his seven great-
grandchildren—Charlotte, TJ, and Shepherd Dodd, and Banner, Vivi,
Mercy, and Luca Dodd.
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